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It’s been a busy 

few months for us 

at The Burning 

Issue Magazine with 

football tournaments 

to organise and 

developments taking 

place on our new 

revamped website www.theburningissue.co.uk 
which I must add is now fully operational. We 

now cover even more of the latest news including 

current job vacancies and other up-to-date 

news that matters to you and the fire service. 

As promised we will be continuing to develop 

content on both our platforms as time goes on. 

Inside Issue 20 you will find some of the best 

writing talent in the Fire Service giving us their 

views on subjects ranging from information 

sharing with local partners, to Dave Sedman’s 

column on how conferences have the potential to 

bring out the animal in you.

Back in the old days however, when firefighters 

just dealt with putting out fires, concerns were of 

an altogether different kind. Fire service historian 

Alan House takes us back to the early origins of 

UK Civil Defence, which evolved from the need 

to provide an effective emergency response 

capabilty to deal with the aftermath of bombs 

targeted at civilians in major cities.

In many ways this provides us with a fascinating 

comparison to today’s efforts to equip services so 

they can provide the best possible response to 

the modern-day threat of terrorist attacks. 

Editors Letter

Brett Tudor

Editor



Subscribe 
Save 50%

Never miss an edition and keep up to date 
with the latest news in the fire community

Annual cost only £18 including P&P

to The Burning Issue

Subscribe online at 

or call us on
www.theburningissue.co.uk

01244 304052



Contents

38

Equipment&Technology 46

Newsdesk

Workforce

5

10

Features

34

40

42

18

22

24

26

27

28

30

32

34

37

38

40

42

Trekkers diary part 2

Surrey multi-media project 

Carl Fogarty kick starts motorbike safety event

New era for Dursley Fire Station

Avon Fire Website sets a high standard

Firefighters receive high sheriff award 

Shropshire firefighters' river rescue exercise

Hi-tech methods tackle wildfires

The Origins of UK Civil Defence

Firefighters team up with local libraries

New look for the F&RS

One of Britain's first Asian firefighters retires

Burning Issue Football Tournament special!

14

16

17

Information shared is a problem halved

Mentoring and coaching for a stronger Brigade

The hidden pleasures of a conference

Opinioncorner

Guestcolumn


